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1 Pastor’s Corner, con’t:
1

! That’s what true freedom looks like. You won't find it in a Facebook post. Or in the rant of a

1 “religious” leader or politician tearing others to shreds. It won’t be at the table with gossip. Because
: the irony is, when we stop loving, we give up our freedom. We become entangled in our own words
1 and hatred until we can’t breathe, can’t see, can’t even drive our own orange trucks. Yes, July 4th is
' a time to celebrate an important event in history. But let’s also think about what real freedom means
1 1 for us right here, right now. We don’t need to win the lottery to send out a little more love into the

: world or have faith like a firework lighting up the dark.

' So, my friends, enjoy your hard earned "blessings", enjoy your BBQ, but remember you are an
: American and God's citizen at the same time. Live in freedom and serve in love. Now that is a good

: recipe.

1
1 ~Pastor Dave
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~Congratulations to Reina Steketee on the birth of her newest great,

great, grand nephew.

~Carol Knapp
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~Pray for success for ElderUp’s new partnership with the Kalamazoo Ecumenical Senior Center

Bethany Reformed Church
1833 S. Burdick St.
Sunday, July 19, 2026
5:00PM

A time of food and fellowship to follow in the
basement social hall.

Song Leader: Roger Medema
Special Music: Bethany Choir

Organist: Evonne Steenwyk
Pianist: Ben Cooper

A TRIP to the
Ball Game

Join us for a fun evening
at the ballpark!

Kalamazoo Growlers
Wednesday, August 5
6:30PM, first pitch
(Gates open at 5:30PM)

Cost: $25 per ticket,
payable to Bob Knapp

(Tickets include game entrance, hot dog or
hamburger, soda or water, & ball cap.)

Welcome to
Bethany

God Bless

250 years

July 5, 2026




Bethany Reformed Church

Order of Worship
Live Broadcast (On-line and In-Person)
Celebration of America’s 250th Birthday
July 5, 2026 at 10:00AM

(* denotes stand in body/1in spirit)

Our Approach to God
Organ Prelude

Welcome and Announcements
*Passing of the Peace

*Opening Psalm Psalm 33: 1, 12-15
Votum and Salutation

*Congregational Song National Anthem
*Pledge of Allegiance

Opening Prayer (Responsive Reading): “A Litany for Independence”
Assurance of Pardon

*Hymn Amenrica, The Beautiful
The Word of God

Scripture James 4: 1-17
Special Music Fatriotic Song
Hymn of Reflection (seated) Now I Belong Io Jesus

Sermon “How to be God’s Citizen”

Prayer for Blessing of the Word

Our Response to God

*Hymn My Country, “Tis Of Thee
Congregational Prayer

Lord’s Prayer

*Closing Hymn Mine Eyes Have Seen The Glory
*Benediction Psalm 33: 20-22
*Organ Postlude
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***Qfferings may be placed in collection boxes at the sanctuary exits, or sent in via mal. ***

Pastor’s Corner

As we celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence this weekend, may each one
of us renew and refresh within ourselves an awareness of how truly blessed we are as a sovereign and
independent country. Over the coming few days, | encourage you to do something a little more concrete
than planning the BBQ or looking for fireworks on the 4th. Take time to look carefully at the Declaration
of Independence and read the document, especially the first few paragraphs and the last one. The
second paragraph of the Declaration of Independence is one of the most memorable of all historical
documents.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable rights that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.”

This phrase and its profound meaning, touch my heart and soul and give me a sense of value, of
meaning, and of validation as an American. Surely, the hand of the Lord was guiding Thomas Jefferson
and all of our Founding Fathers during those meetings and discussions before they finally agreed on the
specific wording of the final draft of the Declaration. In Adult Sunday School we discussed "our identity"
as a citizen of the USA and of God's Kingdom. We wondered what are our "roots"?

It would seem that most humans have a fondness for money, “things", and self aggrandizement.
Nothing says more to the world than...our cars! Or at least that is what the advertisements would have
us believe. However, the temptation to see freedom as simply a way to pursue what we want, is real. |
am just as guilty as the next fella. My orange Ford Maverick is a gem and | am a bit crazy, as my wife
says, "a man almost 60 driving around town in a yellow matchbox car!" But, what is at our heart as
Christians? Maybe we should examine that in light of this 250th celebration.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the church in Galatia:
“For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t use your freedom to
satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve one another in love” (Gal. 5:13).

As we celebrate freedom on the 4th of July, the last phrase in that verse keeps repeating in my mind
and heart: “Use your freedom to serve one another in love.” We have a lot of freedoms in America.
Freedom of speech. Freedom to worship. Freedom to do what we believe leads to “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.” Freedom to work and to buy an orange truck. And yet those freedoms weren’t
won in a lottery; they were bought with the blood of soldiers, just as the freedom Paul spoke of was
bought with the blood of our Savior. So maybe today, it’s time to pause and remember the highest,
best freedom...Love.

Let’s only speak words that make hearts stronger. Let’s worship the God who gave everything for us.
Let’s pause in our pursuits and serve the least of these. Paul further says,

“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if
any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own
interests but each of you to the interests of the others” (Php. 2:1-4)
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